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48 Anti-Clobalization Movement

was to target the foremost drug traffickers, it was
actually the low-level contributors to the drug trade
(i.e.. street dealers, lookouts) who were most severely
penalized. Recent data illustrate that roughly 70 percent
of those prosecuted for crack offenses were only
involved in this low-level activity within the drug trade.

Although the Anti-Drug Abuse Act was sparked by
the crack epidemic, it was actually the death of Len
Bias, a promising University of Maryland basketball
prodigy, that quickly pushed the new laws through
Congress. Bias died of a drug overdose subsequently
following his selection in the National Basketball
Association draft by the Boston Celtics, which insti-
gated a sensational media campaign focused on the
drug crack cocaine, which was erroneously believed
to have killed him. Although it was later discovered
that it was actually powder cocaine, not crack cocaine,
that killed Bias, his death pressed the Anti-Drug
Abuse Act of 1986 into legislation, making it one of
the harshest and most controversial drug laws ever
enacted.

Nicholas W. Bakken

See also Cocaine and Crack; Drug Abuse; Drug Abuse,

Sports; Zero-Tolerance Policies
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ANTI-GLOBALIZATION MOVEMENT

The anti-globalization movement is a broad-based
popular struggle involving workers, environmental-
ists, youths, peasants, the urban poor, indigenous
people, and other actors across the developing and
industrialized worlds striving for social and economic
Justice and greater democratic control over their daily
lives. Activists come from diverse spheres, including

nongovernmental organizations, political parties,
trade unions, mass movements, informal networks
and collectives, and revolutionary fronts. Moreover,
anti-globalization activists combine diverse forms of
action, including nonviolent civil disobedience,
marches and rallies, public education, and lobbying.
With this movement perhaps more aptly known as the
global justice movement, participants do not oppose
globalization per se, but rather corporate globaliza-
tion, or the extension of corporate power around the
world, undermining local communities, democracy,
and the environment. The movement addresses the
root causes of various social problems linked to free-
market capitalism, including poverty, inequality,
social dislocation, hunger, poor health, and ecological

destruction.

Background

Over the past several decades national governments
and multilateral institutions, such as the World Bank,
International Monetary Fund (IMF), and World Trade
Organization (WTO), have implemented free-market
policies such as privatization, trade liberalization,
deregulation, export-oriented production, and cuts in
social spending and basic subsidies. These neoliberal
measures have brought new regions into the global
economy, while transforming social rights, such as
health care and education, into commodities. Although
some areas and groups have benefited, for many oth-
ers the results have been disastrous, particularly in the
Southern Hemisphere. During the 1990s, for example,
the number of people living in poverty around the
globe increased by 100 million, even as world income
grew 2.5 percent per year, while more than 80 coun-
tries had per capita incomes lower than the previous
decade.

Over the past 10 years, corporate globalization has
faced increasing opposition. Building on previous
IMF food riots, grassroots mobilizations against
the World Bank, anti—free trade campaigns, radical
ecology and squatter movements, anti-sweatshop
activism, the Zapatistas, and solidarity struggles, anti-
globalization activists have built broad-based net-
works for social and economic justice. The movement
burst onto the public radar screen in Seattle, where
50,000 protesters shut down the WTO Summit on
November 30, 1999. Counter-summit actions soon
spread around the world, including blockades against
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the World Bank/IMF meetings in Prague in September
2000 and the Free Trade Area of the Americas Summit
in Quebec City in April 2001. Protests reached an
explosive crescendo with violent clashes in Gothenburg,
Barcelona, and Genoa in summer 2001. Since then,
activist focus has shifted toward world and regional
social forums, as tens of thousands have converged at
mass gatherings in cities such as Porto Alegre,
Mumbai, Quito, Florence, Paris, and London to dis-
cuss alternatives to corporate globalization.

New Information and
Communication Technologies

The anti-globalization movement is characterized by
the innovative use of new information and communi-
cation technologies (ICTs) to organize actions, share
information and resources, and plan and coordinate
activities. Although activists primarily employ e-mail
and electronic listservs, during mobilizations they
also create temporary Web sites that provide contact
lists, information, and resources; post calls to action
and other documents; and house discussion forums
and real-time chat rooms. Particular networks also
have their own Web pages, where activists can post
reflections, analyses, updates, links, and logistical
information. Interactive Web sites offering multiple
tools for coordination are increasingly popular,
including open publishing projects such as Indymedia,
which allow users to freely post news and information
without editorial selection and control.

Local/Global Networks

The anti-globalization movement is primarily orga-
nized around flexible, decentralized networks, such as
the former Direct Action Network in North America
or Peoples Global Action at the transnational scale.
Anti-globalization networks are locally rooted, yet
globally connected. Local/global activist networking
is facilitated by new ICTs, which allow for coordina-
tion and communication across vast distances among
small, decentralized units. In contrast to traditional
parties and unions, networked movements are spaces
of convergence involving a multiplicity of organiza-
tions, collectives, and networks, each retaining its
own identity and autonomy. Such grassroots forms. of
political participation are widely seen as an alternative
mode of democratic practice. Anti-globalization

movements thus promote global democracy, even as
they emphasize autonomy and local self -Management

Creative Direct Action

More radical anti-globalization activists have devel-
oped innovative forms of direct action protest. Found
in different contexts, these activists use tactics 1o cre-
ate theatrical images for mass media coverage, while
the overall blockade strategy, where activists “swarm™
their target from multiple directions, produces high-
powered social drama. The performances staged by
activists, including giant puppets and street theater,
mobile camivals (Reclaim the Streets), spectacular
protest involving white outfits, protective shiclds, and
padding (White Overalls), and militant attacks against
the symbols of corporate capitalism (Black Bloc), are
designed to capture mass media attention while
expressing alternative political identities

Lived Experience and Process

Finally, more grassroots sectors within the anti-global
ization movement view social transformation & an
ongoing collective process. Rather than focusing on
messianic visions or an already established progect,
activists focus on day-to-day practices. The collabors
tive, interactive nature of the new ICTs is thus reflocted
in the rise of new political visions and forms of interac-
tion. These combine elements of cenain traditional wde
ologies, such as anarchism, an emphasis on internal
democracy and autonomy (feminism and grassroots
movements such as the Zapatistas have boen particu-
larly influential in this respect), and a commutment o
openness, collaboration, and horzontal connections
Younger activists, in particular, emphasize direct
democracy, grassroots participation, and personal inter-
action within daily social life. Mectings, protests,
action camps, and other anti-globalization gatherings
thus provide spaces for experiencing and experiment-
ing with altemnative ways of lhife.

Despite their numerous differences, anti- globalizaton
activists from diverse political backgrounds are
struggling to regain democratic control over ther dasly
lives, wresting it back from transnational corporatons
and global financial elites. The anti-globalization
movement points to a democratic deficit in the current
global political and economic order as corporate ghob-
alization has disembedded the market from soCiety.
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What makes the anti-globalization movement unique
is its capacity for coordinating across vast distances
and high levels of diversity and difference, overcom-
ing many of the political and geographic obstacles
that have stymied past mass movements.

Jeffrey S. Juris

See also Countermovements; Social Conflict; Social
Movements
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ANTI-SEMITISM

Anti-Semitism is the active or passive, individual or
collective, hatred of either empirically existing or
purely mythological Jews, such that the signifier
“Jew” functions as a representational substitute for
social conduct or institutions deemed by the anti-
Semite to be abnormal and pathological. Especially
important is the manner in which “the Jew” stands in
for excesses and deficiencies in social relations such
that “Jews” embody a simultaneous “too much” and
“not enough™ logic. For example, Jews have been crit-
icized for being simultaneously too egoistic and too
altruistic or agents of both anomie (deregulation or
normlessness) and fatalism (excessive regulation); in
other words, “Jews” personify social imbalances.
Anti-Semitism may manifest itself in religious,
political-economic, ethnoracial, and cultural terms
and is typically correlated positively with psycholog-
ical authoritarianism and political models such as fas-
cism, Nazism, right-wing populism, nativism, and
other movements that scapegoat a pernicious “other.”
It can find expression in reactions ranging from
stereotypical insults at one end of the spectrum to

all-out genocide at the other. More than routine bias or
simple prejudice, anti-Semitism is a demonizing ide-
ology that attempts to explain events, crises, inequal-
ities, exploitation, and villainy by exposing the
malevolent intentions of Jews as the primary, visible
or invisible, causal factor. The Jew, in other words,
becomes the master key to unlock the mysteries of all
social problems and can therefore shade off into a
freestanding worldview. In Western political culture,
references to “the Jew” are frequently veiled in pop-
ulist and fundamentalist currents with codes such as
“European bankers” or anti-Christian, international
“money barons” in order to preserve a veneer of
respectability.

As a social problem, anti-Semitism fluctuates in
intensity, depending on changes in social organization
and social dynamics. After the Holocaust, for exam-
ple, anti-Semitism was inextricably associated with
Nazism and, as such, was relegated to the fringes of
society in the industrialized West, and, by the 1960s,
anti-Semitism was believed to be, if not nearly
extinct, then definitely on the list of endangered ideo-
logical species in the United States. Since the mid-
1990s, however, anti-Semitism appears to be making
a comeback in the United States, especially among
minority groups that, in previous generations, were
relatively immune to the abstract demonization of
Jews. Also, through the Internet, many hate groups
have found a way to maximize their anti-Semitic dia-
tribes. Globally, levels of anti-Semitism may be at an
all-time high, especially in the Middle East, where
demonological anti-Semitism has reached hysterical
proportions and Jews are fully identified with Israeli
state policies. Any attempt to further explain anti-
Semitism must, first, distinguish between concrete
anti-Jewish bias and abstract demonization and,
second, between premodern and modern forms of
anti-Semitism.

Routine Bias and Demonization

Garden-variety recriminations (“My Jewish landlord
is cheap”) fall short of true anti-Semitism. It would be
unsurprising to learn, for example, that some land-
lords are in fact cheap and that some cheap landlords
are Jews. Accusations of this concrete and specific
nature frequently intersect with routine prejudice and
racism. One way in which anti-Semitism and other
forms of simple prejudice do coincide is in their
essentializing constructions of the other, such that,
keeping with the above example, “cheapness”



